
“Until the advent 
of the steam 

locomotive and 
the steamship, 
man’s traveling 

speed was exactly 
the same as that 
of Ramses and 
Alexander. The 

waterways of the 
country - rivers, 

lakes, and canals - 
had been the most 

dependable and 
most used 
avenues of 

commerce and 
travel.”

“But wheeled 
vehicles were 

doing well when 
they averaged 

twelve to fifteen 
miles a day on a 

long trip.”

“But the 
waterways, except  
in time of flood or 
drought, provided 
at least a smooth 
means of travel. 
The steamboat, 
dependent on 

neither current 
nor wind, enabled 
its passengers and 
freight to move at 
an extraordinary 
speed compared 

to all earlier 
standards.”

“The railroads, built at a feverish pace from the early 1850s onward, year 
by year reduced American reliance on its water routes until those routes 

were abandoned, some of them, late in the last century.”



“Competition between the railroads for passengers and freight became so 
fierce and rates in consequence so low that no one of good sense would have 

thought of traveling or transporting freight by any other means.”

“So far as 
passenger travel 
was concerned, 
the automobile 

and the airplane 
did to the 

railroads what the 
locomotive had 

done to the 
waterways. The 

process, of 
course, was far 

from 
instantaneous.”

“With the end of 
war and the 

explosive 
expansion of 
automotive 

industry, national 
highways became 

both an evident 
need and an outlet 

for economic 
energies.”



“Within the Army, until 1916 pretty much tied to 
mule and horse as it had been a century earlier, 
the new vehicle, whose capacities had been well 

tested in training and in combat support, 
offered a speed of movement and a mobility not 

restricted by rail schedules or routes.”Most Important!


